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 NOTICE OF MEETING 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

September 9, 2025
10:00 A.M.

PEDC Office
100 Willow Creek Pkwy, Suite A

Palestine, TX

 

Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82709665873?pwd=vOp46TezhsZynAUrc6loludrssjPVj.1

Meeting ID: 827 0966 5873
Passcode: 934630

Note: when you are joining a Zoom meeting by phone, you can use your phone’s dial pad to enter the commands *6 for toggling mute/unmute
and *9 to “raise your hand.” Learn more here.

Follow us live at:facebook.com/PalestineTxEDC

           

A. CALL TO ORDER
 

  

B. PROPOSED CHANGES OF AGENDA ITEMS
 

  

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any citizen wishing to speak during public comments regarding an item on or off the agenda may do so
during this section of the agenda. All comments must be no more than five minutes in length. Any
comments regarding items, not on the posted agenda may not be discussed or responded to by the
Commissioners. Members of the public may join via Zoom or in person.
 

  

D. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES
 

  

E. ITEMS FROM BOARD
 

  

F. DIRECTOR'S REPORT
 

  

1. Review Monthly Director's Report
a.) Strategic Plan Activity
b.) Retail Sector Data
c.) Workforce Data
d.) Development Services Report
e.) All Other Economic Development Activities
 

2. Review Monthly Marketing Analyst Report
a.) Monthly Marketing Activities
b.) Monthly Marketing Analytics
c.) All Other Marketing Activities
 

G. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS
 

  

1. Consider approval of minutes from August 12, 2025.
2. Consider approval of PEDC Special Meeting Minutes from August 28, 2025.
3. Consider approval of the August 2025 Financial Report.
4. Discussion and possible action regarding a Community Development Grant Application and Performance

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82709665873?pwd=vOp46TezhsZynAUrc6loludrssjPVj.1
http://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362663-Joining-a-meeting-by-phone
https://www.facebook.com/PalestineTxEDC


4. Discussion and possible action regarding a Community Development Grant Application and Performance
Agreement with Restoring Palestine.

5. Discussion and possible action regarding a reimbursement of $25,000 to the City of Palestine for the
Athletic Complex.

6. Discussion and possible action regarding a regional Teacher Externship Grant.
7. Presentation by Texas Futura/ Lonestar Oil Tech. regarding the project in Willow Creek Business Park.

 
H. CLOSED SESSION

The Board will go into Closed Session pursuant to Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, Subchapter
D.

  

1. Section 551.072 deliberation regarding real property: the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real
property
a.) PEDC Office Space

  

2. Section 551.087 deliberation regarding Economic Development negotiations
a.) Texas Futura/ Lonestar Oil Tech
 

  

I. RECONVENE IN REGULAR SESSION
 

  

1. Discussion and possible action regarding PEDC office space.   

2. Discussion and possible action regarding Texas Futura/Lonestar Oil Tech.
 

  

J. ADJOURNMENT
 

  

I certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted at the main entrance of the Palestine Economic Development
Corporation located at 100 Willow Creek Parkway, Suite A, Palestine, Texas, in compliance with Chapter 551 of the
Texas Government Code on Wednesday, September 3, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.

Melissa Temple, EDC Admin. Assistant  
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) PERSONS IN
NEED OF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCEEDING SHALL, CONTACT THE CITY
SECRETARY'S OFFICE VIA EMAIL AT citysecretary@palestine-tx.org or 903-731-8414.

mailto:therrera@palestine-tx.org


Agenda Date: 09/09/2025
To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda Item: Review Monthly Director's Report.

SUMMARY:
Review Monthly Director's Report
a.) Strategic Plan Activity
b.) Retail Sector Data
c.) Workforce Data
d.) Development Services Report
e.) All Other Economic Development Activities

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends the board review monthly Director's Report.



Agenda Date: 09/09/2025
To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda Item: Review Monthly Marketing Analyst Report.

SUMMARY:
Review Monthly Marketing Analyst Report
a.) Monthly Marketing Activities
b.) Monthly Marketing Analytics
c.) All Other Marketing Activities

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends the board review monthly Marketing Analyst Report.



Agenda Date: 09/09/2025
To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda Item: Approval of the PEDC Minutes From August 12,2025.

SUMMARY:
Consider approval of minutes from August 12, 2025.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends approval of PEDC minutes from August 12, 2025, as presented.

Attachments
Minutes 08.12.25 













Agenda Date: 09/09/2025
To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda Item: Approval of the PEDC Special Meeting Minutes From August 28,2025.

SUMMARY:
Consider approval of PEDC Special Meeting Minutes from August 28, 2025.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends approval of PEDC Special Meeting Minutes from August 28, 2025, as presented.

Attachments
Special Meeting Minutes 08.28.25 



Minutes of the Economic Development Special Board Meeting of August 28, 2025 
Page 1 of 3 

THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
COUNTY OF ANDERSON § 
CITY OF PALESTINE § 

The Economic Development Board of the City of Palestine convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, August 28, 2025, at 8:30 a.m., at PEDC Office, 100 Willow Creek Pkwy, Suite A, 
Palestine, Texas, with the following people present: President Dan Bochsler; Directors: Firouz 
Haghighi, Ernest Williams, and Joseph Thompson. 

Staff present: PEDC Director Christophe Trahan, Administrative Assistant Melissa Temple, 
Marketing Analyst Mary Ann Admire and Main Street Coordinator Corby Chaney. 

Others Present: City Manager Teresa Herrera: City Finance Director Andrew Sibai. 

A. CALL TO ORDER
With a quorum present, President Dan Bochsler called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

B. PROPOSED CHANGES OF AGENDA ITEMS
There were none.

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were none.

D. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES
Director Joseph Thompson noted that he and Jaque Johnston had previously worked together and
asked whether that would be seen as a conflict of interest. EDC Director Christophe Trahan
mentioned that he had consulted with EDC attorney Heather Cook before the meeting considering
this question, and she advised that it would not be considered a conflict of interest.

E. ITEMS FROM BOARD

F. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

1. Review monthly Director’s Report.
• Strategic Plan Activity
• Retail Sector Data
• Workforce Data
• Development Services Report
• All other Economic Development Activities

2. Review monthly Marketing Analyst Report.
• Monthly Marketing Activities
• Monthly Marketing Analytics
• All Other Marketing Activities



Minutes of the Economic Development Special Board Meeting of August 28, 2025 
Page 2 of 3 

G. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

1. Discussion and possible action regarding a buyer’s agent contract with Jacque Johnston of
Pineywoods Real Estate.

The board reached a consensus regarding the agreement to purchase a new building for the growing 
Economic Development Corporation (EDC). Director Christophe Trahan discussed the plan to 
make an offer for the properties located at 217 and 219 W. Main through EDC attorney Heather 
Cook. Meanwhile, Director Joseph Thompson suggested that instead of using our attorney as a 
representative to make the offer, we should consider hiring a broker for this transaction. 

Director Joseph Thompson made a motion to approve the buyer’s agent contract with Jacque 
Johnston. Director Firouz Haghighi seconded the motion. Upon vote, President Dan Bochsler and 
Director Ernie Williams opposed this motion. Motion denied. 

H. CLOSED SESSION
President Dan Bochsler announced that the board would go into closed session pursuant to Texas
Government Code, Chapter 551, Subchapter D. The time was 8:56 a.m.

1. Section 551.072 deliberation of real property; a governmental body may conduct a closed
meeting to deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if deliberation in an
open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body in
negotiations with a third person.

a.) PEDC Office Space 

I. RECONVENE IN REGULAR SESSION
President Dan Bochsler announced the board would reconvene into Regular Session. The time
was 9:31 a.m.

J. TAKE ANY NECESSARY ACTIONS REGARDING CLOSED SESSION ITEM

1. Take necessary action regarding PEDC Office Space.

No action was taken. 



Minutes of the Economic Development Special Board Meeting of August 28, 2025 
Page 3 of 3 

ADJOURN 
With no other business to come before the Board, President Dan Bochsler adjourned the meeting 
at 9:32 a.m. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 9th DAY OF September 2025. 

Dan Bochsler, Vice President 
ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 
Melissa Temple, Administrative Assistant 



Agenda Date: 09/09/2025
To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda Item: August 2025 Financial Report.

SUMMARY:
Consider approval of the August 2025 Financial Report.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends approval of the August 2025 Financial Report as presented.



Agenda
Date: 09/09/2025

To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda
Item:

Community Development Grant Application and Performance Agreement with Restoring
Palestine.

SUMMARY:
Discussion and possible action regarding a Community Development Grant Application and Performance
Agreement with Restoring Palestine.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends board discuss and take possible action regarding a Community Development
Application and Performance Agreement with Restoring Palestine.

Attachments
Certificate of Formation Nonprofit Corporation 



Form 202
T
I
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Filing Fee: $25
Certificate of Formation
Nonprofit CorPoration

Filed in the Office of the
Secretary of State of Texas

Fiting #: 806157590 08/06/2025
Dotument #: 1 506736250002

lmage Generated ElectronicallY
for Web Filing

Article 1 - CorPorate Name

The filing entity formed is a nonprofit corPoration The name of the entitY is

Rrticte Z -negistered Agent and Registered Office

I*n. tne initial registereOigent is an organization (cannot be corporation named above) by the name of:

OR

lig. tne initial registered agent is an individual resident of the state whose name is set forth below:

Name:

TTABIIHA: El\lGE
C. The business address of the registered agent and the registered office address is:

,Street Address:
1104 HARDIN ST
:

PALESTINE TX 75803
Gbnsent of Registered Agent

I-n. n copy of the consent of registered agent is attached.

OR

l?g. tne consent of the registered agent is maintained by the entity.

Article 3 - Management
l- A. Management of the affairs of the corporation is to be vested solely in the members of the corporation

OR
l7 B. It/anagement of the affairs of the corporation isto be vested in its board of directors. The numberof directors,
which must be a minimum of three, that constitutesthe initial board of directors and the names and addresses of the
persons who are to serve as directors until the first annual meeting or until their successors are elected and qualified
are set forth below.

Directorr:TABITHA ENGE Title: Director
Address: 104 HARDIN

DirCCtOrZ' NATASHA
ST PALESTINE TX, USA 75803
wr[r-tAMS Title: Director

nooress,-!0pq SVVANSON DR

Directors' MELODV Smelb-S
PALESTINE TX, USA 75801

:titte: Director
Address: 9540 GARLAND RD SUITE 381 PMB 194 DALLAS TX, USA 75218

Article 4 - Organization Structure
17 R. tfre corporation will have members.
or

l- g. tne corporation will not have members

Article S _ purpose

The corporation is organized for the following purpose or puiposes:

;Restoring Palestine exists to champion reconciliation among communities, restore
'dignity and heritage through strategic partnerships, and revitalize futures
;through education, empowerment, and enduring stewardship. We are committed to

Secretary of State
P.O. Box 13697
Austin, TX78711-3697
FAX: 5'121463-5709

l

-*
I

:l
I

I

I

I



ng truth, ac iountabilitY, and collective healing, while rebuilding

rooted in justice, equitY, and cultural resitience. With each

nitiative, we seek to mend the fabric of fractured histories, reestablish

and stabilitY, and breathe renewed life into the spirit of Palestine

one act of service, one life restored, one truth reconciled at a

Itime

Supplemental Provisions i lnformation

attached addendum, if any, is incorporated herein by reference l

Effectiveness of Fili

l7R. tnis document becomes effective when the document is flled by the secretary of state

OR

B . This document becomes effective
ing. The delayed effective date is:

at a later date, which is not more than ninety (90) days from the date of its

lnitial Mailing Address

ress to be used by the ComPtroller of Public Accounts for PurPoses of sending tax information

he initial mailing address of the filing entity is:

04 HARDIN ST
ALESTINE, TX 75803
SA

Organizer

e name and address of the organizer are set forth below

TABITHA ENGE
Execution

The undersigned affirms that the person designated as registered agent has consented to the appointment. The
undersigned signs this document subject to the penalties imposed by law for the submission of a materially false or
fraudulent instrument and certifies under penalty of perjury that the undersigned is authorized underthe provisions of
law governing the entity to execute the filing instrument.

FILING OFFICE COPY

l

I

L

r-'

.

TABITHA ENGE
Signature of organizer.



2024_33901/25/202401:SsPruPegelofZMarkstaples,ArrdersonCountyClerk
ASSUMED NAME RECORDS

GRmHCATEoFowNERsHIPK)RUNINCoRPoRAIEDBUsINEssoRPRoFESSIoN

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF BUSINESS: 104 H st.
75803-3342

c[v: Falestile SIATE: Texas ZIP CODE:

PERTOD DURING WHIO{THE ASSUMED NAME WIIj-BE USED (NfiTO E(CEED 10YEARS): 10 Years

BUSINESS IS TO BE CONDUCTED

E SOU PROPRIETORSHIP EI G

AS (CHECK ONE):

ENEML PARTNERSHIP Elcrrue n (SPECIFY) Non Profit

THESTATE OFTOGS

COUNTY OF ANDERSON

sEFORE ME, THE UNDERSIGNED AUTHORTTY, ON THIS DAY PERSONALLY APPEARED

KNOWN TO ME TO BE THE WHOSE NAME(S) IS/ARE SUBSCRIBEO IT' THE FORGOING INSII?UMENTAND
ACKNOWLEDGED TO ME THAT HEISHE/THEY ARE THE OWNER(S) OF THE ABOVE-NAMED BUSINESS AND THAT

HEISHEATIEY STGNED THE SAME FOR TI'IE PURPOSE AND CONSIDERATION fiERIN EXPRESSED.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, ON

Y

NAME:

ft
ADDRESS:

NAME;

4
AT}OR65:

Atr{cnflt-E)Gt
11€EnfiY,

IlEt.G{OHganEq r
OllgUATCEWOH D{StxnnrE{r.

/
NATVIE:

/
A)DRESS: 104 Hardin St" Palesline, Texas

anDooflEr, AlOrHEnE ls/lRE nocnalE|AfiETE trurasf AloAffiESSlBrtcrfirrEtrlgtlError,!u$An[rlEOiJlsFlc U{tERSnltUHGOf AltDrlflEIHEt tltHslcl@, sorid ssorfl rHE APPtic^[r6]rll(tsEt6tErt6ilEAof arOIHHI}l^X CtrTHEST}llTTHE ENIITYfflt{EsslllP(sl lJ{ s lD uJSillESi trArtrIont€{tx HcrtrErilGfillf,c ncIn
I}ESU,UIECTT@ AEIH'

I}ElrlontwHfrcTstHTS TI'TV lr'IHOrED

llll

(SEAL)
IN AND FOR SIATE OFTDGS

CERITIFICATE OF OWNERSHI P

TAbithA ENOE $GMTURE:



I IRS P""it'illxi-ii:lr : 11: t""'"i'-li'J'

CINCINNATI OH q5999-0038

RESTI}RING PALESTINE
104 HARDIN ST
pairsiruE Tx 75803-s342

In reP1v refer tol A?36L98260

io"'. 
=;;-, ,,s?4 r-rn t47c o

?;-issrrol oooooo oo

i^ori-oot a236ts8260 0000252t)
BODC: SB

ffi
0372r3

EmplovaF identification number I 30* 139130 I

Dear TaxPaYer:

Thank you for your SS-4 Form dated Har' 18' 2A24'

l{e recei ved
Number. We

because our

your Fonm ss-4, Application for Employer Identification
didnrt assign en employer identification number (EIN)
records show you already have EIN 30-1391301 '

of the forms or publications mentioned in this Ietter
website at IRS.9 ov/forms on by calling 800-TAX-FoRll

If you have questionsr you can call us at 800-829-0115.

the address at the top of the

You can get any
by visiting our
(800-829-3676).

If you prefer, you
first page of this

can write to us at
Letter. 1

,iWhen you writer include a copy
tel"ephone number and the hours

of
we

this
can

letter r and
reach you in

Hours

provide your
the spaces below.

Telephone number ( )

Keep a copy of this letter for your necords.
Thank you for youn cooperation.

,L

I



tW Smail Restoring Palestine <restoringpalestine@gmail'com>

Pay.gov Payment Gonfirmation: Form 1A23'EZ
'1 message

notifi cation@pay.gov <notification@pay. gov>

To: RESTORI NGPALESTINE@gmail.com

Wed, Aug 13,2025 at4:09 PM

ffi An officialemailof the United States government

you successfully submitted your Form 1023 user fee payment to Pay.gov and the details are below. For information on

the status of your application, visit lRS.gov and search for Where's My Application. lf you submitted your application

before the date indicateO in the chart on that page and haven't been contacted, you can call the toll-free Customer
Account Services number, Monday through Friday, I a.m. - 5 p.m. (local time), aL877-829-5500 to check on the status.

You will need the information specifted on the Where's MyApplication page, including your name and employer
identification number (ElN), when calling.

Application Name: Form 1023-EZ
Pay.gov Tracking lD: 27Ql0BT1
Agency Tracking lD : 7 7 1 269940A4
Transaction Type: Sale
Transaction Date: 08/'13i2025 05:09:46 PM EDT
Account Holder Name: MELODY SHIELDS
Transaction Amount $275.00
Card Type:Visa
Card Number' ************3048

THIS ISANAUTOMATED MESSAGE. PLEASE DO NOT REPLY.



Agenda
Date: 09/09/2025

To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda
Item:

Discussion and possible action regarding a reimbursement to the City of Palestine for the
Athletic Complex.

SUMMARY:
Discussion and possible action regarding a reimbursement of $25,000 to the City of Palestine for the
Athletic Complex.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends approval of the reimbursement to the City of Palestine for the Athletic Complex.



Agenda Date: 09/09/2025
To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda Item: Discussion and possible action regarding a regional Teacher Externship Grant.

SUMMARY:
Discussion and possible action regarding a regional Teacher Externship Grant.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends the board discuss and take possible action regarding a regional Teacher Externship
Grant.



Agenda
Date: 09/09/2025

To: Palestine Economic Development Corporation
From: Melissa Temple, EDC Administrative Assistant
Agenda
Item:

Presentation by Texas Futura/ Lonestar Oil Tech. regarding the project in Willow Creek
Business Park.

SUMMARY:
Presentation by Texas Futura/ Lonestar Oil Tech. regarding the project in Willow Creek Business Park.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends the board view the presentation being given by Texas Futura/Lonestar Oil Tech.
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